
M
K

M
K

MC
Y K

MC
Y K

MC
Y K

CMYK    Page ##-##

Glide Through Nature 
Tours at the
NC Arboretum
page  2

60th NC Apple Festival
page 8

Historic Bedford-
In a Glance
page  12

SUMMER 2006

INSIDE! Mountain Lodging • Food • Fun  plus Smokies & Blue Ridge Planning Guide



C
Y

MC
Y K

MC
Y K

MC
Y K

C
Y

C
Y

C
Y

The Blue Ridge & Great 
Smoky Mountains Digest is 

published by the
 Blue Ridge Digest Publishing Co., 

Inc. P.O. Box 1758, 
Asheville, NC 28802.

Phone: (828) 667-1607.
blueridgedigest.com

All articles and information 
supplied are printed accurately to 

the best knowledge of the 
management. The Blue Ridge & 
Great Smoky Mountains Digest is 

not responsible for errors
beyond its control.

Publisher: Thomas W. Hardy
©2006 Blue Ridge 

Digest Publishing Co,
All rights reserved

email: info@blueridgedigest.com

Page 2   www.blueridgedigest.com SUMMER 2006

Nestled in one of the most beautiful 
natural settings in America, adja-
cent to the Blue Ridge Parkway,  

The North Carolina Arboretum is well 
worth taking the time to explore.    Now 
visitors can enjoy an in-depth, overview 
of the 434-acre property in just three 
hours via a new mode of transportation, 
the Segway Human Transporter.

 “A Glide Through Nature” tour pairs 
innovative technology with the great 
outdoors in the form of a two-wheel, 
futuristic, personal transporter.   The 
upright, electronically-powered Segway 
covers more ground in less time than 
walking and provides a new perspec-
tive for enjoying nature—that of quietly 
gliding along as if walking on air. 

 Segways were originally purchased 
by the Arboretum as an efficient 

Glide Through Nature Tours 
Gives new meaning to 

“Stop And Smell the Roses”

method for staff to access the  build-
ings, exhibits and trails during recent 
property expansions.  Interest from 
local visitors and research into uses at 
other locations, made it apparent that 
Segways also offer a unique way to 
enhance the Arboretum‚s educational 
objectives. 

“Our Segway tours appeal to all 
ages.  Seniors become kids again and 
youth enjoy the adventure, while at the 
same time gaining access, in a shorter 
amount of time, to many features of our 
property,” stated NC Arboretum Execu-
tive Director George Briggs.    
 “It’s a quiet, environmentally-
friendly and fun way for us to meet 
our mission of cultivating connections 
between people and plants.”  

  The  three-hour program starts 
with a 45-minute Segway training ses-
sion followed by a two-hour tour of the 
Arboretum.  The tour includes stops 
at the Operations Center, a recently-
completed “green building;” the Plant 
Professional Landscape Garden, a 
study and training site for horticulture 
professionals; and the Greenhouse and 
Production facility, the working com-
plex that produces plants for seasonal 
landscape exhibits, before embarking 
on the Arboretum’s 10-mile trail system.  
During the trail portion of the tour par-
ticipants will learn about the history of 
Bent Creek and the Arboretum property, 
the health of the watershed, the status 
of the forest zone and as well as current 
conservation projects.   The tour does 
not use pedestrian-only footpaths.

 The Segway model used for the 
tours is the “fat tire” XT, designed to 
operate on rough and steep terrain.  
Participants must pass rider training, 
weigh between 80 and 250 pounds and 
be accompanied by a parent or guard-
ian if under 18 years old. Tours can be 
booked Monday through Saturday at 
10:00am and 2:00pm and at 1:00pm on 
Sundays. 

 “A Glide Through Nature” tours 
start at $45, and must be booked and 
pre-paid in advance to reserve a time 
slot. Usual parking fees apply.    For more 
information, or to book a tour, call 828-
665-2493 or visit www.ncarboretum.org

The 58th Virginia Highlands 
Festival will be July 29th 
through August 13th, 2006.  
Experience the culture of 
Southwest Virginia’s Blue 
Ridge Highlands through 
arts and crafts, antiques, 
photography, creative writ-
ing, youth events, fine foods, 
drama, concerts, nature 
walks, historical tours, hot air 
balloons, etc!  Named one of 

the Top 100 Events in North 
America by the Ameri-
can Bus Association and 
Top Twenty Events in the 
Southeast by the Southeast 
Tourism Society.  For more 
information please call 
276-623-5266 or visit their 
website at www.vahigh-
landsfestival.org or email 
VHF@eva.org

Virginia Highlands Festival 
Jul 29th- Aug 12th •  Historic Abingdon, VA

LURAY CAVERNS 
CELEBRATING 

128TH 
ANNIVERSARY!

Saturday, August 12, 2006 
(9:00 AM-7:00 PM)  

970 US Hwy 211 W •Luray, VA 22835

The air will be filled with music 
during the 128th Anniversary of 
Discovery at Luray Caverns. Cel-

ebrating the 1878 discovery for this 
world-renowned landmark, live 

performances featuring an array of 
music genres will be center stage 

from 11am through the afternoon. 
This year’s top act hails from On-

tario, Canada. The Abrams Brothers, 
John and James, now ages 15 and 

12, launched onto the scene in 1999 
and made their debut appearance 

on The Grand Ole Opry in 2005. 
Other groups will feature contem-
porary and high energy bluegrass 

along with jazz and rhythm & blues. 
The day’s main attraction will be 

Grand Illumination Tours of this U.S. 
Natural Landmark. Experience this 

bygone era as period-costumed 
guides tell of Luray Caverns’ past 
in special candle lighted sections. 
Massive fireworks provide a final 

evening highlight. 

Telephone: (540) 743-6551
Email: info@LurayCaverns.com

Website: www.LurayCaverns.com
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20,000 Rugs. Thousands of Home Furnishings.
Save 20%–80% now at Art&Decor.

20,000 Possibilities.
                  only minutes from home.

Traditional, Country, Modern, Indian, Chinese, Pakistani & One-Of-A-Kind Persian Rugs
Side-By-Side With Rooms Of Furniture, Lamps, Mirrors & More On Sale Now.

Off I-26 Behind Ethan Allen in Asheville, NC.
Mon-Sat. 10-6. Sun. 1-6   Toll Free 1-888-881-RUGS / (828) 667-4585 

Exit 2, I-26 Asheville
www.art-n-decor.com

exit2
I-26

Asheville

Bring this ad and receive an additional 10% off any one item in stock.

I-26
exit 33

(old Exit 2)
Asheville

Exit 33 (old Exit 2) I-26 • Asheville

Rug&Home
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continued on page 13

2005 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For complete calendar

 information, check out the 
Blue Ridge Digest website:
www.blueridgeparkway.org

Page 4   www.blueridgedigest.com SUMMER 2006

GEORGIA
July, 2006

July 22-23 -  8th Annual Butternut 
Creek Festival at Meeks Park - 10:00 
AM - 5:00 PM Blairsville, GA. A 2 day pre-
mier quality Arts & Crafts Show spon-
sored by the High Country Artisans, 
Inc. FREE Admission and ample FREE 
parking. For more information: HCA, 
Inc. P.O. Box 422, Blairsville, GA or email: 
tole_racer@yahoo.com

August 2006

August 4-5 - 10th Annual Dillard 
Bluegrass & Barbeque Cook-Off - 
Dillard City Hall, Dillard, GA. 
(706) 746-9936

August 22-26 - Appalachian Regional 
Fair - The Ellijay Lions Club Presents an 
Old Timey County Fair, complete with 
Midway Rides, Food, Display booths, 
Contests, Vegetables, Crafts, Flower 
Show, Livestock, Local & Regional Talent. 
More info: 706-635-7400/706-635-5715.

September 2006

September 11 - Rhapsody In Rabun,  
Annual “Taste of Rabun” Gala - Rabun 
County Civic Center. (706) 782-2034

September 23 - Moonshine Jamboree 
- Tallulah Gorge State Park. 
(706) 754-7981

September 30 - Foxfire Fall Festival 
- Mountain City. (706) 746-5828.

NORTH CAROLINA
July, 2006

July 29-30 - Summerfest at Old Fort: 
Blue Ridge Traditions at Mountain Gate-
way Museum -  For more information, 
call 828-668-9259. 
www.mcdowellnc.org

 August, 2006

August 4-6 - 24th Annual Asheville 
Quilt Show - This popular event fea-
tures more than 260 quilts from across 
the U.S. and worldwide. 
www.ncarboretum.org

August 6 - Junaluska Singers will p 
resent their “Christmas in August” 
concert on Sun. Aug. 6: 7:30 pm in the 
George Stuart Auditorium on the Ju-
naluska Assembly Grounds, just outside 
Waynesville, NC. For tickets call 828-452-
2881, Ext. 0.

August 5 - Live Entertainment at The 
Switzerland Cafe & Store - Featuring  
call 828-765-5289. 
www.switzerlandcafe.com 

August 5-6 - Summerfest at Old Fort: 
Blue Ridge Traditions at Mountain Gate-
way Museum -  For more information, 
call 828-668-9259. 
www.mcdowellnc.org

August 12 - Live Entertainment at The 
Skyline Village Inn & Tavern - Milepost 
331, Little Switzerland. For more infor-
mation, call 704-517-6374. 
www.skylinevillageinn.com

August 12 - Heritage Day 2006 - Heri-
tage Day at Moses Cone Manor located 
at milepost 294 near Blowing Rock, will 
be offered free to the public.  southern-
highlandguild.org

September 2006

September 2-3 - Inspirations Labor 
Day Weekend Festival - Gospel music 
weekend featuring some of the nation’s 
most famous gospel music groups. 
Inspiration Park, Take Exit 69 off Hwy 74 
or use Hwy 19 to Hyatt Creek Road. 
828-497-2060. www.greatsmokies.com.
 
September 8-9 - 21st Annual In-
door/Outdoor Sculpture Celebration 
- Some 200 pieces of sculpture will dot 
the landscape of the gently rolling park 
as participating artists from across the 
United States  Call the Caldwell County 
Arts Council for more information at 
828-754-2486. www.caldwellarts.com

September 9 - 1st Annual Carson 
House Art Affair - An all-day celebra-
tion of fine visual art and crafts on the 
grounds of Historic Carson House, Mari-
on. For more information, call McDowell 
Arts Council, 828-652-8610. 
www.mcdowellarts.org

September 10 - The Lexington Ave. 
Arts and Fun Festival (LAAFF) -  
Contact: info@arts2people.org

September 15-17 - Railfest - Special 
train excursions, food booths, arts and 
crafts festival,  Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad. 828-586-8811 or 800-872-4681
.
September 16 - Mountain Life Fes-
tival - Sorghum syrup demonstration 
using horse-powered cane mill and 
wood-fired cooker.  Free admission. 
Mountain Farm Museum. Oconaluftee 
Visitor Center 828-497-1904.

Tennessee
July, 2006

July 29 - DAY QUEST 2006 DOE RIVER 
GORGE. - Family Day at the Gorge. 
Swimming and Lake Events, Admission 
charged.(423) 725-4010 
www.doerivergorge.com

August 2006

August 5 - Festival of Friends - 
Sponsored by: Patricia Neal Center 
and Lenoir City Parks and Recreation. 
11:00am until 4:00pm

August 12-20 - 7th Annual Celebrate 
Freedom! - Pigeon Forge
August 21-23 - 10th Annual World Pre-
miere Gospel Music Concert - Pigeon 
Forge. 1-800-251-4444 - Grand Resort 
Hotel & Convention Center 

August 24-26 - Bluegrass in the 
Smokies at Riverside Campground 
- Enjoy bluegrass in the foothills of the 
Great Smoky Mountains at Riverside 
Campground and Resort this summer. 
(423) 345-3510

September 2006

September 8-9 - Apple Pickn’ Days 
- A celebration of Cocke County’s high 
apple production.  Fun, Food, Music, 
Arts & Crafts.   487-3111 and Holloway’s 
County Home 487-3866. 

September 8-9 - Chamber of Com-
merce Old Timey Night - Cocke County 

Courthouse Lawn. Step back in time. Hot 
dogs, entertainment, “Call the Chamber 
at 623-7201 for more information.

September 9 - Memories on Mulberry 
Street Antique Show - 9:00am until 
5:00pm. Courthouse Lawn, Hwy. 11, 
Loudon

September 14-16 - Dumplin Valley 
Bluegrass Festival - Experience great 
bluegrass music at the foothills of the 
Great Smoky Mountains. Camping hook-
ups are available. For tickets call toll free 
1-888-377-9888 or 865-397-7942 or go 
to www.dumplinvalleybluegrass.com.

September 15-October 31 - 10th An-
nual Pigeon Forge Harvest Festival 
- (865) 453-8574, 1-800-251-9100

September 23-24 - Tennessee Mu-
seum of Aviation Warbirds Weekend 
- See visiting historic warbird aircraft 
from around the world as they converge 
on the Tennessee Museum of Aviation 
for a weekend full of impromptu flights. 
For more information, call toll free: 
866-286-8738 

VIRGINIA
July 28-30 - FloydFest - Performers 
already on board for FloydFest include 
Hot Tuna, Railroad Earth, Corey Harris, 
Asylum Street Spankers, Cadillac Jones, 
J.D. Crowe and the New South, Jim Lau-
derdale, Larry Keel Experience, Mariem 
Hassan, the Kruger Brothers, DJ Williams, 
Porter, Baptiste, and Stoltz, Raquy and 
The Cavemen and many, many more. 
www.floydfest.com   Milepost 243, 
Blue Ridge Parkway.

August 2006 

August 5 - Bedford Blues & BBQ - Live 
music, BBQ competition and more! - 
Farmers Market, Centertown Bedford - $ 
3pm-11pm 540-586-2148 http://www.
CentertownBedford.com

August 7-12 - Virginia Peach Festival 
- Began in 1988 to recognize and pro-
mote the agriculture of Patrick County. 
www.markermillerorchards.com
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Located astride the Roanoke River 
in Roanoke and Bedford Counties, 
Virginia’s Explore Park is located deep in 
the Ridge and Valley Region of Virginia. 
Prepare yourself for spectacular views 
as well as diverse and beautiful vegeta-
tion and wildlife.

Go ahead! Find out how to optimize 
your visit by going to Essentials for your 
Visit. Be sure to check out what’s avail-
able in the Roanoke Trading Company 
gift shop and discover our current 
exhibits in the Blue Ridge Parkway Visi-
tor Center.

Don’t be fooled by our natural 
beauty, however, because this area is 
also home to a bounty of attractions, 

Virginia’s Explore Park
lodging, and entertainment options 
and you’re just minutes away from a 
“big city” experience. While at Explore 
Park, stop by the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Visitor Center for assistance from our 
travel counselors. Or if planning your 
visit ahead of time, contact one of these 
organizations. 
They’ll be happy 
to assist you in 
your travels.

Canoeing & 
Kayaking

Access to the 
Roanoke River 
is available from 
dawn to dusk 
daily or as posted 
at no charge. Non-motorized canoes 
and kayaks can be hand-launched from 
Rutrough Point or near the Shenan-
doah Life Picnic Pavilion. To launch 
from the pavilion site, please stop by 

If you’ve never 
been here, you’re 
in for a treat!

the Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Center 
and pick up a free pass. This area may 
not be available during special events 
and rentals. In either area, always park 
in designated parking areas and carry 
your craft to the water.

Check the water level in the Roa-
noke River.

Your group 
can experience the 
beautiful Roanoke 
River Gorge during 
a guided canoe 
trip. This trip allows 
fi rst-time paddlers 
or seasoned pros a 
chance to experi-
ence a mix of easy 
whitewater and 

quiet pools under the watchful eyes of 
our experienced trip leaders. For more 
information, contact Anna Wills at 
540.427.1800 ext 334, 800.842.9163 
ext 334, or by e-mail.

Tales at the 
Tavern

Bring your group to Virginia’s 
Explore Park and enjoy an engaging 
half-hour program and then satiate 
your appetite with a charming and 
hearty meal at the historic Brugh 
Tavern. All programs are presented 
by historically attired interpreters, 
and are designed to be entertain-
ing and educational. More detailed 
information, including instructions 
on where to meet and payment 
requirements, will be sent once your 
reservation has been made. Sample 
programs and lunch choices are 
below.

Reservations must be made two 
weeks in advance. Contact Trina 
Nicholson at 540.427.1800 ext 333, 
800.842.9163 ext 333, or by e-mail.
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G E O R G I A

BLAIRSVILLE/UNION COUNTY CHAMBER

385 Appalachian Hwy, POB 789 BRD 
Blairsville, GA 30514; (706) 745-5789
www.blairsvillechamber.com

ELLIJAY VISITOR CENTER

205 Craig St.; PO Box 505
Ellijay, GA 30540; (706) 635-7400
www.gilmerchamber.com 

FANNIN COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Intersection Hwys 5 N & 515, POB 875
Blue Ridge, GA 30513; (706) 632-5680
www.blueridgemountains.com

RABUN COUNTY WELCOME CENTER

232 Hwy 441 North, POB 750
Clayton, Georgia 30525; (706) 782-4812
www.gamountains.com/rabun

TOCCOA WELCOME CENTER

901 E. Currahee St. P.O. Box 577
Toccoa, GA 30577; (706) 866-2132 

N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

ALLEGHANY CO. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

348 S. Main, POB 1237 BRD
Sparta, NC 28675; (800) 372-5473
www.sparta-nc.com

ANDREWS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

345 Locust St. • P.O. Box 800
Andrews, NC 28902
(877) 558-0005
www.andrewschambercommerce.com

ASHE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

303 E. Second St., POB 31 BRD
West Jefferson, NC 28694; 
(336) 246-9550.www.ashechamber.com

AVERY/BANNER ELK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

4539 Tynecastle Highway, POB 335 BRD
Banner Elk, NC 28604; (800) 972-2183
www.banner-elk.com/

BALSAM GAP INFORMATION CENTER

US 23/74 (just east of Parkway)
Waynesville, NC 28786; (800) 334-9036

BEECH MOUNTAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

403A Beech Mountain Parkway
Beech Mtn, NC 28604; (800) 468-5506
www.beechmtn.com/

BLACK MOUNTAIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

201 E. State St., Black Mountain, NC 
28711; (828) 669-2300

BLOWING ROCK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

7738 Valley Blvd. • PO Box 2445
Blowing Rock, NC 28605; 877-750-4636
www,visitblowingrock.com

BOONE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

208 W. Howard St.
Boone, NC 28607; (800) 852-9506
www.VisitBooneNC.com

BREVARD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

35 W. Main St., POB 589 BRD
Brevard, NC 28712; (800) 648-4523
www.visitwaterfalls.com

BRYSON CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

16 Everett St., POB 509 BRD
Bryson City, NC 28713; (800) 867-9246
www.greatsmokies.com

BURKE COUNTY TRAVEL & TOURISM

102 E. Union St., Courthouse Square
Morganton, NC 28655; (828) 433-6793

CALDWELL COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1909 Hickory Blvd. SE
Lenoir, NC 28645; (828) 726-0616

CASHIERS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Hwy. 107, POB 238 BRD
Cashiers, NC 28717; (828) 743-5191
www.cashiers-nc.com

CHEROKEE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

805 W. US 64
Murphy, NC 28906; (828) 837-2242
www.cherokeecountychamber.com

CHEROKEE VISITOR CENTER

P.O. Box 460 • 498 Tsalis Rd.
Cherokee, NC 28719; (800) 438-1601
www.cherokee-nc.com

CLAY COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

POB 88 BRD, 388 Business Hwy 64
Hayesville, NC 28904; (828) 389-3704
www.claycounty-nc-chamber.com

DAVIE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

135  S. Salisbury St.,
Mocksville, NC 27028-2337; 
(704) 634-3304
www.mocksville.org

FRANKLIN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

425 Porter St.
Franklin, NC 28734; (888) 439-park
www.franklin-chamber.com

GREENSBORO TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER

317 S. Greene St.
Greensboro, NC 27401; (800) 344-2282
www.greensboronc.org

HAYWOOD COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1482 Russ Ave., PO Drawer 600
Waynesville, NC 28786; (800) 334-9036
www.haywood-nc.com

HENDERSONVILLE VISITOR CENTER

201 S. Main St., POB 721 BRD
Hendersonville, NC 28793; 
(800) 828-4244
www.historichendersonville.org

HICKORY VISITOR CENTER

10555 Southgate Corporate Park SW
POB 1828 BRD
Hickory, NC 28603 (828) 328-6111
www.hickorymetro.com

HICKORY NUT GORGE INFORMATION CENTER

2932 Memorial Hwy.     
Chimney Rock, NC 28720; 
(828) 625-2725

HIGH POINT TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER

300 S. Main St.; POB 2273 BRD
High Point, NC 27261; (336) 884-5255
www.highpoint.org

HIGHLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

269 Oak St., POB 404 BRD
Highlands, NC 28741; (828) 526-2112
www.highlands-chamber.com

JACKSON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

773 W. Main Street
Sylva, NC 28779; (800) 962-1911
www.nc-mountains.com

MADISON COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

72 S. Main Street
Mars Hill, NC 28754; (828) 689-9351
www.madisoncounty-nc.com

MAGGIE VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

638 Soco Road, POB 87
Maggie Valley, NC 28751; 
(800) MAGGIE-1
www.maggievalley.org

MCDOWELL COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

1170 W. Tate St.
Marion, NC 28752; (828) 652-4240
www.McDowellNC.org

MITCHELL CO. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

79 Parkway Road
Spruce Pine, NC 28777; (800) 227-3912
www.mitchell-county.com

MOUNT AIRY VISITOR CENTER

615 N. Main St.
Mt. Airy, NC 27030; (336) 789-4636
www.visitmayberry.com

NC HIGH COUNTRY HOST VISITOR CENTER

1700 Blowing Rock Rd.,
Boone, NC 28707; (800) 438-7500;
www.mountainsofnc.com

OLD FORT VISITOR CENTER

Main Street; POB 1447 BRD
Old Fort, NC 28762

PIEDMONT TRIAD VISITOR CENTER

700 NC Hwy 700
Pelham, NC 27311; (800) 388-9830

POLK COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

317 N. Trade St.
Tryon, NC 28782; (800) 440-7848

RUTHERFORD COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

1990 US Highway 221 S
Forest City, NC 28043; (800) 849-5998
www.rutherfordtourism.com

STATESVILLE TOURISM DEV. AUTHORITY

PO Box 1109, 111 Depot Lane
Statesville, NC 28687; (877) 531-1819
www.visitstatesville.org

WILKES COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

717 Main St., PO Box 727 BRD
N. Wilkesboro, NC 28659;
(336) 838-8662
www.wilkesnc.org

YANCEY COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

106 W. Main St.
Burnsville, NC 28714; (800) 948-1632
www.yanceycountychamber.com/nc

T E N N E S S E E

ANDERSON COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

115 Welcome Lane
Clinton, TN 37716; (800) 524-3602
www.yallcome.com 

CLAIRBORNE CO. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

3222 Hwy 25E, Suite 1
Tazewell, TN 37879; (423) 626-4149
www.clairbornecounty.com

ELIZABETHTON/CARTER COUNTY   
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

500 19E Bypass; POB 190
Elizabethton, TN 37644; (423) 547-3850
www.tourelizabethton.com

ERWIN/UNICOI CO. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

100 S. Main St., POB 713 BRD
Erwin, TN 37650; (423) 743-3000
www.valleybeautiful.org

SMOKIES & BLUE RIDGE PLANNING GUIDE
The	Digest	can	be	found	at	these	regional	visitor’s	centers!
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GREENEVILLE CO. PARTNERSHIP/COB
115 Academy St.
Greeneville, TN 37743; (423) 638-4111
www.GreeneCountyPartnership.com

HISTORIC JONESBOROUGH

117 Boone St. Jonesborough, TN 37659;
(423) 753-5961

JOHNSON CITY VISITOR CENTER

603 E. Main St. Johnson City, TN 37605; 
(423) 926-2141, www.johnsoncitytn.com

JOHNSON COUNTY WELCOME CENTER

716 S. Shady St. (Hwy. 421S)
Mountain City, TN 37683; (423) 727-5800
jcwc@preferred.com

KINGSPORT VISITOR CENTER

151 E. Main St., POB 1403 BRD
Kingsport, TN 37662; (423) 392-8820
www.kingsportchamber.org

KNOXVILLE VISITOR CENTER 
301 S. Gay Street 
Knoxville, TN 37902  (800) 727-8045 
www.knoxville.org 

LOUDON COUNTY VISITOR BUREAU

1060 US 321 (at I-75)
Lenoir City, TN 37771; (423) 986-6822
www.loudoncounty.org

NEWPORT/COCKE COUNTY CHAMBER

433 B Prospect St. Newport, TN 37821; 
(423) 623-7201. www.cockecounty.org

OAK RIDGE VISITOR CENTER

302 S. Tulane Ave. Oak Ridge, TN 37830; 
(800) 482-7821, www.visit-or.org 

PIGEON FORGE DEPT. OF TOURISM

1159 N. Parkway, POB 1390 BRD
Pigeon Forge, TN 37868; (800) 251-9100
mypigeonforge.com

ROGERSVILLE/HAWKINS COUNTY C OF C
107 E. Main St., Ste.100
Rogersville, TN 37857; (423) 272-2186

SCOTT COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PO Box 4442, 19422 Alberta Ave.
Oneida, TN 37841; (800) 569-6900

V I R G I N I A

ABINGDON VISITORS & CONVENTION BUREAU

335 Cummings St.
Abingdon, VA 24210; (800) 435-3440
www.abingdon.com/tourism

APPOMATTOX VISITOR CENTER

5 Main Street. PO Box 704
Appomattox, VA 24522; (434) 352-2621
E-mail: appomattoxcc@earthlink.net 
BEDFORD VISITOR CENTER

816 Burks Hill Rd
Bedford, VA 24523; (877)-HiPeaks

VisitBedford.com

BRISTOL VISITOR CENTER

20 Volunteer Parkway
Bristol, VA 24203; (423) 968-4399
www.bristolchamber.org

BUENA VISTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

595 E. 19th St.
Buena Vista, VA 24417; (540) 261-2880
buena-vista.va.us.com

CARROLL COUNTRY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

853 W. Stuart Dr., POB 1184 BRD
Hillsville, VA 24343; (540) 728-5397

CHARLOTTESVILLE VISITOR CENTER

I-64 Exit 121, 600 College Dr.
Charlottesville, VA 22902;
(434) 977-1783
www.charlottesvilletourism.com

CULPEPER VISITOR CENTER

109 S. Commerce St.
Culpeper, VA 22701
(540) 825-8628

DANVILLE VISITOR CENTER

645 River Park Drive
Danville, VA 24540; (434) 773-8160
www.visitdanvillechamber.com

FLOYD COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
210 B S. Locust St. PO Box 510
Floyd, VA. 24091. 540-745-4407 
chamber@swva.net.www.visitfloyd.org 

FRONT ROYAL VISITOR CENTER

414 E. Main St.
Front Royal, VA 22630; (800) 338-3576
www.frontroyalchamber.com

GALAX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

405 N. Main St.
Galax, VA 24333; (540) 236-2184

GREENE COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

9661 Spotswood Trail
Stanardsville, VA 22973
(434) 985-6663

HILLSVILLE/CARROLL COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

243 Farmers Market Rd
Hillsville, VA 24343
(888) 785-2782 (276) 730-3100
www.visittheBlueRidge.com 

LEXINGTON VISITOR CENTER

106 E. Washington St.
Lexington, VA 24450; (540) 463-3777
www.lexingtonvirginia.com

LOUDOUN COUNTY TOURISM

222 Catoctin Circle SE #100
Leesburg, VA 20175; (800) 752-6118
www.visitloudoun.org
LURAY/PAGE COUNTY CHAMBER

46 E. Main St.
Luray, VA 22835; (540) 743-3915

www.luraypage.com

LYNCHBURG VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER

LYNCHBURG REGIONAL INFORMATION CENTER

216 12th St. at Church St.
Lynchburg, VA 24505; (800) 732-5821
email: tourism@lynchburgchamber.org

MARTINSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

115 Broad St., POB 709 Brd
Martinsville, VA 24114
mhccoc.martinsville.com

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAMBER 
612 New River Rd.
Christiansburg, VA 24073
(540) 382-4010. www.montgomerycc.org

NELSON COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

8519 Thomas Nelson Hwy.,
Lovingston, VA 22949; (800) 282-8223
www.Nelsoncounty.com

PATRICK COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

212 Johnson Street • P.O. Box 577
Stuart, VA 24171; (276) 694-6012
www.patrickchamber.com

PULASKI COUNTY VISITOR CENTER

4440 Cleburne Blvd
Dublin, VA 24084
540-674-4161. www.pulaskicounty.org

ROANOKE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER

101 Shenandoah Ave., NE
Roanoke VA 24016 • (800) 635-5535 
www.VisitRoanokeVA.com

ROCKFISH GAP TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER

US 250/I-64 at the Blue Ridge Parkway
Afton, VA 22920; (540) 943-5187
www.augustabusiness.org

SALEM VISITOR CENTER

1001 Boulevard @ Civic Center
Salem, VA 24153; (888) 827-2536
www.visitsalem.com

SHENANDOAH VALLEY TRAVEL INFOR. CENTER

POB 1040 BRD, I-81 Exit 264
New Market, VA 22844; (540) 740-3132
www.shenandoah.org

STAUNTON TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER

1250 Richmond Rd. (I-81 Exit 22)
Staunton, VA 24401; (540) 332-3972
staunton.va.us.tourism

STAUNTON VISITOR’S CENTER

I-81 exit 222, 35 South New Street, 
Staunton, VA 24401
540-332-3971
www.staunton.va.us
STRASBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

POB 42 BRD, 132 East King Street
Strasburg, VA 22657; (540) 465-3187

www.strasburgchamber.com

VIRGINIA’S EXPLORE PARK VISITOR CENTER

Spur Road at Parkway Milepost 115
Roanoke, VA; (540) 427-1800
www.explorepark.com

WESTERN HIGHLANDS VISITOR CENTER

241 W. Main St.
Covington, VA 24426; (540) 962-2178
www.alleghanyhighlands.com

WINCHESTER TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER

1360 S. Pleasant Valley Rd.
Winchester, VA 22601; (800) 662-1360
www.visitwinchesterva.com

WOODSTOCK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

143 N. Main St., POB 605 BRD
Woodstock, VA 22664; (540) 459-2542
www.woodstockva.com/chamber

WYTHEVILLE CONVENTION & VISITOR BUREAU 
975 Tazewell Street 
Wytheville, VA 24382; (276) 223-3355
Toll free (800) 446-9670
www.visitWytheville.com

W E S T  V I R G I N I A

WEST VIRGINIA WELCOME CENTER

37 Washington Court
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425;
(866) -HELLO-WV
www.hello-wv.com

SMOKIES & BLUE RIDGE PLANNING GUIDE

The Blue Ridge Info Pak includes a huge 
map of the Blue Ridge Parkway, a directory 
of Accomodations and fact-filled Parkway 
area brochures. It’s all FREE—just ask for it! 

Fill out and mail
this coupon today to: 

Blue Ridge  Parkway Info Pak
P.O. Box 2136

Asheville, NC 28802

Name _______________________

Address _____________________

City ________________________

ST  _____________Zip _________

FREE Planning Help for 
Your Mountain Travel!

The	Digest	can	be	found	at	these	regional	visitor’s	centers!
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Historic Hendersonville is 
the official home of the North 
Carolina Apple Festival, a four-
day celebration in honor of the 
North Carolina Apple.  The Apple 
Festival features a street fair on 
Historic Main Street including 
entertainment, arts & crafts, 
apple products, children’s & 
youth activities, special exhibits 
& open houses, fun, food, and, 
to top it all off, the King Apple 
Parade.  Capture the spirit of a 
hometown celebration that has 
something for the whole family, 
with many individual events and 
entertainers throughout the 
festival.

The Apple Festival’s Street 
Fair covers 9 blocks of Main 
Street with more than 150 ven-
dors .

Please leave your pets com-
fortably at home, Hendersonville 
City ordinance prohibits animals 
in the event area.

  North Carolina is the 7th 
largest apple-producing state 
in the nation and Henderson 
County is the largest apple-pro-
ducing county in North Carolina.  
The most widely-grown apples 
are Red Delicious, Golden Deli-
cious, Rome Beauty and Galas.  In 
addition, many orchards grow a 
number of other varieties. Fresh 
apples may be purchased at one 

of the many roadside apple mar-
kets or produce stands located 
throughout the county.

For tickets, applications and 
further information write the 
NC Apple Festival Headquarters, 
P.O. Box 886, Hendersonville, NC  
28793 or call (828) 697-4557.  
For times and locations of the 
events, check the North Carolina 
Apple Festival brochure or visit 
the web site at www.ncapplefes-
tival.org. 

For lodging or travel infor-
mation call Henderson County 
Travel & Tourism at 800-828-4244 
or visit the web site at www.
historichendersonville.org.

Super-Scenic  Motorway
A Blue Ridge Parkway History  by  Anne Mitchell Whisnant

 The most visited park in the National Parks system, the 469-mile  Blue 
Ridge Parkway winds along the ridges of the Appalachian  mountains in 
Virginia and North Carolina. According to popular myth,  the Parkway was 
a New Deal “Godsend for the needy,” built without  conflict or opposition. 
The historical archives relating to this massive public  project, however, tell a different 
story, which Anne Mitchell  Whisnant relates in this history of the seventy-year develop-
ment of  the beloved roadway.  Available in October  at easternnational.org. 
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 The well-
loved standard 
reference for 
bird-watchers 
and nature lovers 
in North Caro-
lina and South 
Carolina, Birds of 

the Carolinas collects information on all 
avian species known to have occurred in 
the region since 1900. This thoroughly 
revised second edition describes more 
than 460 individual species, including 
more than 60 
new species 
that have been 
recorded since 
the publication of 
the first edition 
in 1980.  Each 
species account 
indicates when 
and where the bird is most likely to be 
found in the Carolinas, its nesting habits, 
feeding habits, and descriptive informa-
tion useful in identifying the species. 
Generously illustrated with 350 color 
photographs, this comprehensive guide 
to regional birds and their behavior will 
quickly earn a prominent place on the 
bookshelf of every bird-watcher in the 
Carolinas.  Order this special book at 
UNC PRESS: website: www.uncpress.unc.
edu or by calling (919) 966-3561. 

During its 43 year history, The 
Shenandoah Valley Music Festival has 
gained a reputation throughout the 
Mid-Atlantic region as a place where 
— weekend travelers come to get away 
from it all — music lovers come to be 
entertained — friends come to enjoy 
a picnic — couples come to star gaze 
— and history buffs come to visit a 
bygone era. 

The Shenandoah Valley Music 
Festival, one of the Mid-Atlantic region’s 
premiere outdoor concert series, is 
held in the secluded village of Orkney 
Springs, Virginia. A rustic, open-air pavil-
ion on the grounds of a historic mineral 
springs spa and resort hotel, is home to 
all of the Festival’s summer concerts. 

This year, they present a variety of 
great folks and wonderful entertain-
ment:  Folk Festival featuring John 
McCutcheon with special guests Lisa 
Moscatiello with Fred Lieder and Mod-
ern Man. Starting Saturday, September 
2 at 6 p.m.

John McCutcheon
Few modern musicians can match 

the energy of John McCutcheon — ar-
chivist, activist, instrumentalist, ground-
breaking family music artist, multiple 
Grammy nominee, and legendary live 
performer. 

Lisa Moscatiello 
with Fred Lieder

Prepare to have your spine tingled 
and your spirit transported. Grammy 
nominated Lisa Moscatiello is an 
extraordinary song interpreter with 
a voracious appetite for unusual and 
emotionally potent songs. 

The Shenandoah Valley 
Music Festival

Modern Man
Bridging the gap between the Three 

Tenors and the Three Stooges it’s... 
Modern Man! 

Photos “Courtesy of Wolf Trap”

Call 540.459.3396 or 800.459.3396 
for Tickets & Information

www.musicfest.org

Boone, NC --- Sometimes 
you need to venture off 
the Parkway to explore the 
beauty of the High Country’s back 
roads.  Summer high temperatures 
average in the 70’s.  In the fall the leaf 
color is indescribable.  Springtime 
views are longer, revealing things hid-
den in greener seasons.

Boone is the perfect, central point 
to stay overnight, or stop for a meal 
and some shopping in any season.  
You can go biking, rock climbing, fish-
ing or rafting.  Outfitters can supply 
everything you need.

Boone is the Heart of the High 
Country, but explore the soul of the 
High Country from its back roads.  

Visit www.HighCountryBack-
Roads.com for free maps, directions 
and even a downloadable CD to 
bring with you and listen to on your 
car’s  CD player!

For details on lodging, attractions 
and events call (800) 852-9506 or 
visit www.visitBooneNC.com or email 
info@visitBooneNC.com.

MODERN MAN

LISA MOSCATIELLO 
WITH FRED LIEDER

41st Gemboree Opens July 
26: Second Oldest Gem & 

Mineral Show in Southeast

Rock Hounds from all across the United 
States will converge on Franklin, North 

Carolina for the 41st Annual Macon 
County Gemboree which opens July 26 
at the Macon County Community Build-
ing just off U.S. 23/441 South. The gem 

& mineral show is the second oldest 
event of its kind in the Southeast and is 
known across the nation as one of the 

region‚s finest events. 
 Those attending this year’s 

Gemboree will find an unmatched 
selection of rough and cut gems & min-
erals, fine jewelry, lapidary equipment, 
fossils and will even be able to observe 
the fine art of faceting stones and more 

through demonstrations
 Daily admission is $2 for adults   

For more information on the 41st An-
nual Macon County Gemboree, contact 

the Franklin Chamber of Commerce 
toll free at 800-336-7829 or 828-524-

3161.  www.franklin-chamber.com
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GATLINBURGõS SMOKY MOUNTAIN TUNES & TALES
Aug 01, 2006 - Aug 12, 2006
Downtown Gatlinburg - Meet characters, 
hear mountain music and learn about 
the wildlife and plant life of the Smoky 
Mopuntains on the streets of Gatlinburg. 
A new event for 2006, featuring costumed 
musical performers, storytellers and 

artisans portraying various time periods 
from the 1800s to today.    Gatlinburg 
Visitors and Convention Bureau.  
811 East Parkway • Gatlinburg, TN 37738
TOLL FREE: 1-800-588-1817
www.gatlinburg.com  

 Historic District/Walking Tour  
is a self-guided adventure through Cen-
tertown Bedford which is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Ex-
plore the unique craftsmanship, interior 
and exterior, of the twenty-one stops on 
the tour. Tour and informational maps 
are available at the Bedford Main Street 

office and the 
Bedford Visitors 
Center. To order 
the walking 
tour brochure 
online, visit 
www.bedford-
mainstreet.org.  
 The National 
D-Day Memo-

rial  Bedford, the town suffering the 
highest per capita D-Day losses in the 
nation. The National D-Day Memorial 
honors the Allied forces that participat-
ed in the invasion of Normandy on June 
6, 1944. With its stylized English Garden, 
haunting invasion tableau, and striking 
Victory Plaza, the Memorial stands as 

a powerful permanent tribute to the 
valor, fidelity, and sacrifice of D-Day par-
ticipants. The Memorial and gift shop 
are open from 10 AM - 5PM daily (some 
inclement weather closings possible). 
Parking fees apply, mobility assistance 
is available. Guided tours and school 
programs available. 540-587-8973.
www.dday.org

Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest:
P. O. Box 419, Route 661, Forest, VA 

24551, 434-525-1806

This historic octagonal home and 
beautiful plantation was built by Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson as his personal 
retreat. It was a place he could escape 

with his family and find solitude and 
inspiration.  Poplar Forest now offers 
a unique experience, allowing visitors 
to see the restoration of the home’s 
interior and wings as well as archaeol-
ogy in progress. Open April through No-
vember daily (except Thanksgiving) 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., with hands-on activities 
available in the summer. Special events 
throughout the season, including Inde-
pendence Day. www.poplarforest.org 

For more information on visiting 
Bedford contact: 

Bedford Tourism and Welcome Center 
816 Burks Hill Rd • Bedford, VA 24523

Phone: 540-587-5682
1-877-HI PEAKS   www.visitbedford.com 
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2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS For complete calendar
 information, check out the 
Blue Ridge Digest website:
www.blueridgeparkway.org
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10% OFF
Rug&Home in Asheville!

see page 3

August 12 - Black Dog Concert at 
Château Morrisette - Live music in a 
natural amphitheater with fine wines 
in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains.
www.waysidetheatre.org

August 19 - Wintergreen Performing 
Arts Mountain Music Festival - Bring 
family and friends to the mountains this 
summer for this music festival featuring 
fiddlers, bluegrass and old-time bands. 
For information, contact Wintergreen 
Performing Arts at 434-325-8292 or visit 
www.wintergreenmusic.org. 

September 2006  

September 1 - 5th Annual Friday 
Fish Fry Celebration - Food, family 
fun and entertainment. Supports local 
non-profit agency. 4:00-8:00-$12.00 per 
person. Contact Brooke E. Fillmore at 
exdir@visuallink.com or call 540-536-
1630 for more info. 
www.concernhotline.com

September 1-4 - Wintergreen Resort 
Labor Day Spectacular - Wintergreen’s 
Labor Day Spectacular includes an 
International Wine Festival, Arts & Crafts 
Show, chairlift rides and much more.  
434-325-8180 or Wintergreen Perform-
ing Arts at 434-325-8292. 
www.wintergreenresort.com

September 3 - First Ladies Teas - Did 
you know that four of the first five presi-
dents, eight in all, were Virginians, born 
and raised to reflect the values of the 
Old Dominion? Reservations required. 
$fee. 3-4:30PM. 540-465-5884.
www.waysideofva.com

September 4 - Labor Day at Château 
Morrisette - Our restaurant will be 
serving lunch on Monday, September 4, 
from 11 am until 2 pm. 
www.thedogs.com 

September 8-10 - Grand Caverns’ 21st 
Annual Bluegrass Festival - Deeply 
rooted music from deep in the Shenan-
doah Valley! www.grandcaverns.com

September 9 - Apple Pickin’ Festival 
and Blue Grass music jam - Celebrate 

apple season with us at our annual 
Apple Pickin’ Festival. There will be fresh 
apples, crafts, food venders, live Blue 
Grass music. Milepost 193.5. 
www.orchardgap.com

September 9 - October 7 - “Othello” at 
Wayside Theatre - Shakespeare’s classic 
tale of romance and jealousy unfolds 
in the haunting tragedy of Othello, the 
Moor of Venice and his lovely Desdemo-
na. Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat @ 8:00 p.m.; Wed 
& Sat matinees @ 2:30 p.m. Contact the 
box office for ticket prices. 7853 Main St., 
Middletown. 540-869-1776. 
www.waysidetheatre.org

September 9 - Shenandoah Vineyards 
Annual Harvest Festival - 27th An-
nual Event! Welcome the harvest at an 
outdoor event featuring wine tasting, 
seminars, arts and crafts, live music, 
children’s entertainment, souvenir wine 
glass and grape stomping! 
www.shentel.net/shenvine

September 10 - Grandparents Day 
at Poplar Forest - Special tours focus-
ing on Jefferson and his grandchildren.  
434-525-1806.  www.poplarforest.org

September 15-17 - The Wintergreen 
Nature Foundation Virginia’s Natural 
History Retreat -  Virginia’s natural his-
tory is a fascinating story. Participants 
have the rare opportunity to explore the 
many facets that make up the forest and 
in the process unveil Mother Nature’s 
mysteries.  434-325-8169, www.twnf.org 

September 16 - RVCP Car and Cycle 
Show - Roanoke - Located off I-81 exit 
146. www.cathedralofpraise.com

September 16 - Gospel Festival at 
Sedalia - Featuring local gospel talent. 
- Sedalia Center, 1108 Sedalia School 
Road, Big Island, VA - $ - 434-299-5080. 
www.sedaliacenter.org

September 17 - PPTC 100: Historic 
Back Roads Century - The Potomac 
Pedalers Historic Back Roads Cen-
tury, with over 50 historic sites, will be 
co-sponsored by the Food and Drug 
Administration for 2006 as part of the 
FDA Centennial celebration. 

www.fda.gov/centennial/history.html 

September 21-23 - Tri-State Antique 
Truck Show - A show of antique and 
modern trucks, farm tractors, fire trucks, 
military vehicles. Frederick County 
Fairgrounds, 167 Fairground Rd., Clear-
brook. Contact Fred Craig at 
703-517-3439.  www.aths.org

September 23 - Wintergreen Per-
forming Arts’ Oktoberfest - Don’t miss 
this popular celebration of German 
culture, food, music and beer. Prost! 
Sponsored by Wintergreen Performing 
Arts. 434-325-8292, www.wintergreen-
music.org.
 
September 23-24 - Smith Mountain 
Lake Wine Festival - Held in the beauti-
ful lakeside grassy meadow at Bernard’s 
Landing Resort.  Contact SMLCC/P 
721-1203 800-676-8203 or visit the 
website: www.visitsmithmountainlake.
com  Ticket may be purchsed by phone 
or on-line.

September 29-30 - 25th Annual Bed-
ford Centerfest - One of Virginia’s larg-
est street festivals! Friday night concert 
and Saturday Street Fair. - Centertown 
Bedford, Farmer’s Market - Concert $5 
adults, under 12 free Fri: 7 p.m. - 11p.m., 
Sat 10am - 11pm 540-586-2148.  
www.centertownbedford.com

West Virginia
August

August 2-6 - 17th Appalachian String 
Band -- Music Festival - Camp Washing-
ton Carver, Clifftop. Five day moutntain-
top gathering of string band musicians 
& fans from around the world. Concerts, 
contests, square dances, workshops & 
family activities. Rough camping avail-
able. www.wvculture.org 

August 3-5 - Bluestone Valley Fair - 
Spanishburg. 304.467.7141_August 4-5 
- Northfolk ATV Festival - 304.326.3341

August 4-5 - Bluefield Lemonade 
Days - Bluefield Area. 304.327.7184 
www.bluefieldchamber.com

August 5 - Pipestem’s Live Amphithe-
atre Entertainment - Pipestem State 
Park. 800.225.5982

September

September 1-4 - Oak Leaf Festi-
val - Oak Hill. Crafts, food, art show, 
beauty pageant, fireworks, parade & 
carnival. Come join the celebration! 
800.927.0263. www.newrivercvb.com

September 1-4 - National ATV & Dirt 
Bike Rally Week - Wyoming County. 
Hatfield-McCoy Trails & Hatfield-Mc-
Coy Regional Recreation Authority. 
800.592.2217. www.trailsheaven.com

September 2-10 - Beckley’s 13th 
Annual Kids Classic Festival - Various 
family activities throughout the com-
munity. Uptown Kids Fair & Parade on 
September 9th).  www.beckley.org

September 15-17 - CULTUREFEST 
- Pipestem Resort State Park. Spon-
sored by Llynium Entertainment. 
304.431.3376  www.llynium.com

September 16-17 - Country Roads 
Festival - Hawks Nest State Park. Two 
day festival with craft vendors, food 
vendors and Live entertainment.  Free 
Event. Sponsored by the Ansted Lion’s 
Club. 304.658.5212 
www.hawksnestsp.com

September 16-17 - Grape Stomp-
ing Wine Festival - Summersville. 
304.872.7332. kirkwood-wine.com

September 22-24 - FOOTMAD Festi-
val - Fayette County 4-H Park, Beckwith. 
Sponsored by Kanawha Valley Friends 
of Old Time Music & Dance. 
www.footmad.com
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NORTH CAROLINA

Asheville East KOA-Exit 59 off I-40 
big rigs & tenters. Welcome wooded 
sites, with pool, lare & river, fish-
ing. 800-KOA. 59072708 Hwy 70E, 
Swannanoa, NC 28778. 
www.ashevilleeastkoa.com.

Bear Creek RV Park & Camp-
ground - Ext. Rt. 191 from Parkway; 
I-40 Exit 47; or I-26 Exit 2, 3 miles 
north of Parkway off Rt. 191. 5 mins. 
Biltmore House. 90 full hookups, 
paved sites, pool, laundry. Open year 
around. 828-253-0798 or 
800-833-0798. 

Carolina Fabric Outlet - Largest se-
lection of dress fabric and upholstery 
in North Carolina. Exit Asheville, NC 
I-40 Exit 59. Swannanoa.
828-686-3336. 

Country Inn & Suites - Brand new! 
Exit #2 off I-26. Across from Biltmore 
Square Mall. 2 room suites & 2 room 
whirlpool suites. Close to Biltmore 
House. 828-670-9000. 

Moonshine Creek Campground 
- S. at Balsam exit on US 23-74. 
Left at Balsam, 1/2 mi. RV & tent, 
full hookups, hot showers. Quiet, 
cool & secluded on rambling creek. 
AAA. Box 10, Balsam, NC 28707. 
(828)586-6666. 
moonshinecreekcampground.com
 

Best Western Mountain Lodge at 
Benner Elk - Boon area, located 
7 miles from Grandfather Mtn and 
the Parkway. Full service restaurant 
& lounge, heated pool. Pet friendly 
rooms. (877) 877-4553. 
www.bestwesternbannerelk.com.

Smoke Tree Lodge - 12 miles south 
of Boone on Hwy 105. Nestled at the 
foot of Grandfather Mtn. Condo-apts, 
heated indoor pool, ESPN, Jacuzzi, 
saunas. (800) 422-1880. 
www.smoketree_lodge.com 

Condominium And Chalet Rentals 
- By the day, week or month - kitch-
ens, full linens, fireplaces, whirlpools, 
country club access (golf, tennis, 
heat. Pools, family activities) Coolest 
locations in south. Call 1-800-692-
2061 or 828/387-4251. 503 Beech 
Mtn. Pkwy. (next to Fred’s General 
Mercantile) Beechwood Realty. 

Alpine Village Inn- 297 Sunset Dr. 
Open all year. Reasonable rates. 
Quaint cozy rooms in the heart of 
town. AC/CCTV & phones. Morining 
coffee, fireplaces, jacuzzi. 828-295-
7206. www.alpine-village-inn.com

Chetola Resort - Spacious rooms, 
suites and condominiums. Manor 
House Restaurant, Synder’s Soda 
Shoppe. Indoor pool, massage ther-
apy, boating, racquetball and more. 
Mid-week value rates Nov.-May. N. 
Main St. 1-800-chetola. 
www.chetola.com    

Cliff Dwellers Inn - 1 mile south of 
Parkway off Hwy. 321. Big rooms, 
y’all love the views. Ref/coffee maker. 
www.cliffdwellers.com. 
(800) 322-7380 or (828) 295-3121

Hemlock Inn & Suites - 134 Morris 
St. Downtown Blowing Rock. 1/2 mile 
to Parkway. Open year round. Walk 
to shops and restaurants. 
www.hemlockinn.net (828) 295-7987. 

Mystery Hill.  - 129 Mystery Hill Ln, 
Blowing Rock, NC 28605. Family fun 
center. Feel the strange pull. Hall of 
Mystery Appalachian Heritage Muse-
aum artifacts. Museum open all year. 
828-263-0507. 
info@mysteryhill-NC.com

Riverside Log Cabins - 129 Mystery 
Hill Ln, Blowing Rock, NC 28605. 
828-263-0507. One and two bed-
room units. Riversidelogcabins.com. 
Open all year. Close to attractions. 

Best Western Blue Ridge Plaza 
Hwy 421 Boone. 5 mi from the 

Parkway. Brand new! Indoor pool, gift 
shop, micro/fridge & coffee maker in 
every room. Cont. breakfast, suites 
with fireplace/jacuzzi. 
(888) 573-0408. 
www.bestwesternboone.com. 

Hidden Valley Motel- Birds, blooms 
and butterflies in the Foscoe Valley. 
Hwy 105 south between Boone and 
Banner Elk. Call 828/963-4372. 
www.hiddenvalleymotel.com or 
email: jim@hiddenvalleymotel.com.

High Country Inn - Newly redeco-
rated & refurnished. Geno’s Restau-
rant & Sports Lounge. Indoor/outdoor 
pool, hot tub & fitness center. Show-
time & cable TV. 120 rooms, 6 king 
rms. w/fireplaces, 2 suites w/Jacuzzi, 
2 log cabins. 828-264-1000 or 
800-334-5605. 

KOA Kampground - From Boone, 
194N 3 miles. Left on Ray Brown 
Rd. 1 mile. Beautiful view. Rec room, 
mini golf, laundry. 123 Harmony Mtn. 
Lane, Boone, NC 28607. 
828-264-7250. 

Mountain Villa Motor Lodge - High-
way 321 South, Boone NC. Quiet 
location with excellent view. Jacuzzi, 
cable, pool & many other amenities. 
1-800-525-5861.   

NC High Country Host - 1700 Blow-
ing Rock Rd., Boone, NC 28607. 
(800) 438-7500. 
www.mountainsofnc.com

Inn at Brevard - Lodging, dining, 
cocktails. B&B.European cusine. 15 
antique furnished rooms. Breakfast. 
410 E. Main St., Brevard, NC 28712. 
828-884-2105. www.innatbrevard.8m.
com and brevard@citcom.net

Cradle of Forestry - Historic site 
Hwy. 276 milepost #412. Movie, 
trails, exhibits, train, helicopter 
simulator, craftsmen. (828) 877-3130. 
www.cradleofforestry.com 

Nantahala Cabins - New cabins 
- Great Smoky Mountains - Hot tubs 

- vacation planning - rafting, hiking, 
boating and more! Open all year. 
www.ncabins.com. (877) 488-1622

Riverbend Lodging - New rooms 
on river. 1 cabin, 1 cottage. Micro/
refrigs/coffee. 470 Hwy. 19S. (877) 
272-3125. 
www.riverbendlodging.com

Alpine Village Resort - 1 & 2 
bedroom condos. Great views. Ten-
nis, heated pool/summer, cable TV, 
special golf fees. 3 miles west of 
Parkway, exit Buck Creek Gap Hwy. 
80. No pets. 828/675-4103. 

Mountain Laurel Retreat - 2 rental 
cabins 8 mi S. of Little Switzerland. 
MP 342. 3800’ Private mountain top 
overlooking Mt. Mitchell/Black Mtn. 
Range. Call Susan Wilburn for bro-
chure. 828/675-5365.
mtnlaurelretreat@mindspring.com

Ridgetop Caverns- Family vacation 
hideaway in the NC mountains. Se-
cluded cabin rentals with fireplace on 
the BR Pky. (Milepost 342 between 
Mt. Mitchell and Little Switzerland) on 
trout pond. Kitchen, fireplace, deck, 
3800 feet. Pets welcome. The Hub-
bards. For brochure, write Rt5, Box 
643, Burnsville, NC 28714 or call 
(828) 675-5511. www.ridgetopnc.com

Newfound Lodge - We’re on the 
river! Private Balconies with low-
speed rocking chairs. Phone, coffee 
maker, fridge, cable. 2 restaurants, a 
Big Boy and Peter’s Pancakes and 
Waffles. 3 Gift Shops, a Citgo Sta-
tion with Mini Mart.  Outfitters shop, 
fishing. 1/4 mile to Outdoor Drama 
and Indian Village. 2 miles to Harrahs 
Casino. 1192 Tsali Blvd. (441N) for 
info:  828-497-2746. For reserva-
tions: 1-800-514-9901. 

Oconaluftee Indian Village - Share 
the rich history & traditions of the 
Cherokee at this replica of a Chero-
kee community of the 1750s. May 
15-Oct. 25. 
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Ramada Limited - 196 Paintown 
Rd., P.O. Box 1390. Cherokee. Free 
breakfast, casino shuttle, micro-
fridge, heated pool, award winning 
property. 100 yards from casino. 
(888) 849-5263

Bubba O’Leary’s General Store & 
Outfitters - Visit Bubba the yellow 
Labrador at his old timey General 
Store and enjoy a 10¢ cup of coffee, 
penny candy, or a 6 1/2 oz. Coke 
while you play checkers. Also visit 
Bubba’s expanded Outfitter’s across 
Main Street on the banks of the 
Rocky Broad River. Bubba can outfit 
you from head to paw for all your 
mountain adventures. Downtown 
Chimney Rock. 828/625-2479. 

Chimney Rock Park - Scenic 
attraction near Asheville. Incredible 
75-mile view, 3 trails to 404-ft. 
waterfall, 26-story elevator inside mtn 
& more. 800-277-9611. 
www.chimneyrockpark.com 

Little Blue Ridge Cottage - a fully 
furnished 2 BR/2BA home with all 
amenities. 2 mi from BRP, Rent by 
W/E or WKLY. 276-728-4722. www.
littleblueridgecottage.com or email: 
blueridgecottage@aol.com.

Mountain View Lodge & Cabins-  
MP 256 - Secluded B&B lodge plus 
five duplex cabins w/kitchenettes, full 
bathrooms, linens furnished. Genuine 
North Carolina hospitality for a relax-
ing “get away”. See local wildlife up 
close! Open all year. Great for large 
families & group retreats. Smok-
ing outside only. MC/V/AMEX. Pet 
friendly! 336-982-2233 or 800-903-
6811. www.mtnviewlodge.com
   

Historic Johnson Farm - 3346 
Haywood Rd., Hendersonville. Open 
Tues-Fri: 9-2:30, guided tours at 
10:30 & 1:30. $3/$2 farm artifacts & 
antiques. (828) 891-6585. 

Make your Lodging, Dining and 
Theatre RESERVATIONS! 1-800-
828-4244 www.historichendersonville.
org   Open 7 days a week, the Visi-
tors Information Center, 210 South 
Main Street, Hendersonville, NC. 

Lake Lure Golf & Beach Resort 
- The Place to Stay & Play! A fam-
ily resort nestled in the mountains 
on stunning Lake Lure. Something 
for everyone including 2 champion-
ship 18-hole golf courses, private 
beach, fitness center, spa,indoor and 
outdoor pools, tennis, lake sports, 
pontoon, pedal boat, and kayak rent-
als, lake cruises, min-golf, adventure 
excursions, casual and fine dining. 
New for 2005 dinner boat cruises. 
Variety of accomodations available. 
Only 45 minutes from Asheville. Call 
800-260-1040 or 828-625-3000. 
www.lakeluregolf.com. 

 
Bluffs Lodge and Restaurant: MP 
241 in Doughton Park. Charming 
hillside Lodge w/ comfortably fur-
nished rooms. Homemade Southern 
Highland specialties served in the 
Restaurant. Service station & gift 
shop are located by the Restaurant. 
336-372-4499 www.blueridgeresort.
com May-Oct 

Grandfather Mountain - It’s nature 
on a whole different level! The high-
est swinging footbridge in America, 
native wildlife, picnicking, hiking. US 
221 & MP 305. 800/468-7325. 

Humpback Hollow Cabins - Cozy 
mountain cabins with fireplace, full 
kitchens. Linville Falls Gorge Wilder-
ness area and skiing nearby. Just off 
the Parkway at Milepost 317.4. Pets ok 
year round.  828/766-6555; 
888-263-3632. www.humpbackhollow.com. 

Linville Cabin Rentals -  Luxury 
cabins with private hot tub. Easy 
access to Parkway,Grandfather Mtn, 
Linville Falls/Cavern. 
www.linvillecabinrentals.com 
(866) 818-9106.

Linville Caverns -  NC’s only show 
cavern. Guided tours show you the 
inside of a mountain. Unique gift 
shop. Very reasonable rates. Open 
daily Mar.-Nov. Weekends only Dec. 
- Feb. Exit Parkway at Linville Falls 
Village & south on US 221. 
800-419-0540. 

Parkview Lodge - Milepost 
317.4  500 ft. south of Parkway on 
US 221. Private Guest Rooms, one 
bedroom suite and secluded cabins 
available. Color TV, Swimming Pool, 
Crafts, Wine & Beer Shop. Free con-
tinental breakfast with guest room. 
Open All Year. 828-765-4787; 
1-800-849-4452. 

Big Lynn Lodge - AAA Historic 
Country Inn. Scenic views of moun-
tains, valley & Blue Ridge Parkway. 
One of the few old fashioned places 
that gives you lodging & meals (eve-
ning & breakfast) for one low pack-
age price. 3200 ft elev. 1 1/4 mile E 
of Parkway. Exit at Spruce Pine, on 
NC 226A near milepost 331. Open 
April 15 to Nov. 5. 40 units. PO Box 
459. (828) 765-4257; 
1-800-654-5232 

Crabtree Meadows Picnic Store & 
Gift Shop: MP 339. Distinctive hand-
made gifts, regional crafts & camping 
supplies. The Picnic Store has soups, 
salads, sandwiches and beverages 
and we will pack a picnic lunch 
“to go for you.. 828-675-4236 
www.blueridgeresort.com May-Oct 

Emerald Village - Real mines, mine 
tours, & gem mining. Other free dis-
plays: railroad, music museum, wild-
life. Toll free: 877/389-4653.MP334.   
www.emeraldvillage.com 

Switzerland Inn And Chalet Res-
taurant - A little bit of Switzerland 
in NC. Fantastic mountain views, 
rooms, suites, cottages, dining, 
shopping, tennis. Located directly on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway at the Little 
Switzerland exit near Parkway Mile-
post 334. Switzerland, NC 28749. 
(828) 765-2153. 

Boyd Mountain Log Cabins - Se-
cluded on 130 acres near Maggie 
Valley, with fireplaces, AC, cable TV. 
Offering fishing, hiking, bicycling, 
horseback riding facilities. 
Open all year. (828) 926-1575.

Jonathan Creek Inn & Maggie 
Valley Villas - MP 455.7 AAA 3Dia-
mond Rated Creekside and Hot Tub 
Rooms, Creekside & Mountain View 
Villas, Indoor Heated Pool, Children’s 
Play Area. 1-800-577-7812.  
www.jonathancreekinn.com   

Laureen’s Mountain Country Cot-
tage-Peaceful Smoky Mt Getaway
Personalized breakfast, hot tub, 
sleeps 4-off SR 276  in Maggie Val-
ley. www.CompassionChildren.org     
(828) 926-8492.

Maggie Mountain Villas & Chalet 
- Very comfortable lodgings with all 
amenities for a carefree vacation. 
Gorgeous Smoky Mountain Country 
Club Estates. Pets welcome. 
www.maggiemountain.com. 
800 308-1808 / 828 926-4258 

Microtel Inn & Suites - Hwy 19. 4 
miles from Pkwy. 48 rooms. Open all 
year. Suites available with fridges/mi-
cro. Indoor pool & hot tub. Rates vary 
by season - $29 to $99 a couple. 
AAA & AARP discounts. 
For reservations call 800-752-6230. 

The Original Dish Barn - Hwy. 19 & 
276 between Maggie Valley & Lake 
Juanaluska, 2 million dishes, Oneida 
Stainless Pottery Concrete Yard Orn. 
Rock, Shell & Gem Shop.

.   

Laurel Oaks Farm Log House & Cha-
let - Fully equipped, outstanding moun-
tain views - kick back and relax! Call 
1-800-528-7356. Mitchell Co. Location.

Mitchell County, NC - Exit milepost 
331. Gem mining, gem & mineral 
shops, specialty mineral & gem fes-
tival, rhododendron festival, indoor 
ice skating rink, white water rafting, 
Appalachian Trail. For more informa-
tion, call 1-800-227-3912 or 
828-765-9483. 
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We Invite You

Bedford Area Welcome Center • 1-877-HiPeaks • www.visitbedford.com

This is Bedford. Ruggedly beautiful. Teeming with history.
From its majestic mountains, wineries, and vast highland

lake, to the bluegrass concerts, historic memorials, and walking
tours, this is the perfect place to leave everything else behind.
Perfect for all ages, Bedford is centrally located right off U.S. 460
with nearby Interstate 81 as a main route. Bedford, a visit to remember...

TT OO L E AL E A V EV E

Dolly Parton was born in nearby 
Locust Ridge on  January 19, 1946, to 
Lee and Avie Lee Parton and grew up 
in the shadow of  her beloved Smoky 
Mountains with her 11 brothers and 
sisters. Dolly was  appearing regularly 
on WSEV radio in Sevierville before she

 was ten years  old and was also a reg-
ular on a Knoxville television program, 
“The Cas  Walker Show.” Dolly left for 
Nashville the day after she graduated 
from  Sevier County High School to 
become an international star; she has  
received numerous awards for her 
many talents including gold records,  
Grammy Awards and Academy Award 
nominations.    
   A statue of Dolly sculpted 
by local artist Jim Gray  decorates the 
lawn of Sevierville’s courthouse. Dolly 
herself unveiled the  statue on May 2, 
1987, while her proud parents looked 
on. In 1986, she  opened her Dolly-
wood entertainment park in neigh-

boring Pigeon Forge. She  comes home 
each April for the park’s seasonal Grand 
Opening and makes  several other ap-
pearances in the area during the year. 
Many of Dolly’s  family members still 
live in the Sevierville area, and several 
of them,  including her brother Randy, 
perform regularly at Dollywood.      for 
more information on visiting Sevierville  
contact:     

 Sevierville  Chamber of Commerce
Toll-Free Visitor Info- 

1-888-SEVIERVILLE  (738-4378)
Administrative Offi ces- (865) 453-6411  

 Address: 110 Gary Wade  Blvd, 
Sevierville, TN 37862

S     urrounded by the gentle grace 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains,  
Transylvania  County truly has 

something for everyone: 250  water-
falls, hundreds of acres of state and 
national forests, a  thriving music and 
arts community, and fantastic shop-
ping &  dining in a charming Ap-
palachian town, and  the gateway to  
outdoor recreation in the Southeast!
 If you  are looking for an 
adventurous outdoor vacation, Tran-
sylvania  County has all the adventure 
you can handle - all within  minutes of 
great lodging, dining and entertain-
ment. Whether you’re a  novice or 
an experienced outdoor enthusiast, 

you’ll discover  hundreds of miles of 
trails for hiking, biking, and horseback  
riding. Over a third of the county is 
covered by Pisgah National Forest 
www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc , Dupont 
State Forest /www.dupontforest.com  
and Gorges State  Park  http://ils.unc.
edu/parkproject/visit/gorg/home.
html  and the Blue Ridge  Parkway,  
‘America’s Favorite Scenic Drive’ and 
an  All American Road, winds through 
the northern part of the  county. 
  Visit, and you’ll understand 
why Rand McNally, The  Wall Street 
Journal and National Geographic 
Traveler  name Brevard & Transylva-
nia County one of America’s top ten  
places to live and play.
    For more information  con-
tact:

urrounded by the gentle grace 
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Quality Inn - I-40. Exit 170. 82 
rooms, pool, cable TV, Cont. Break-
fast. High Speed Internet.  
(336) 751-7310. (800) 852-0035. 

Comfort Inn - 1-77, Exit 101 (Hwy 
I-74) to Exit 11 (601S). Blue Ridge 
Parkway 10 mi. 100 rooms, pool, 
cable TV, Cont. Breakfast. 
Nat: (800) 672-1667 
Direct: (336)789-2000. 

 

Toe River Lodge - One of a kind, 
family owned & operated B&B, res-
taurant, outdoor store & campground. 
828-765-9696. For more info:
www.vancetoeriverlodge.com 

Bear Den Creekside Cabins - On 
the Blue Ridge Parkway at MP 324.8. 
All amenities, jacuzzis, decks, fire-
places. For 2 to 10. www.bear-den.
com (828) 765-2888.Res. recmd.

Bear Den Campground - On the 
Blue RIdge Parkway at MP 324.8. 
Complete facilities, serving the south 
for over 41 years. www.bear-den.com 
(828) 765-2888. Scenic beauty.

 

Mast General Store - Est. 1883; 
listed Nat. Register of Historic Plac-
es. Authentic & Nostalgic Emporium 
located 8 mi. from Boone, Hwy. 194. 
(828) 963-6511. 

Addison Inn - US Hwy 421N. 20 
miles SE of Parkway. High Speed 
Internet. Cont. Breakfast, pool, cable 
TV. 115 rooms. 
(336) 838-1000. (800) 672-7218. 

TENNESSEE
 

G. Webb Gallery - Watercolours & 
prints that tell the story of the Blue 
Ridge Mts. A place you’ll want to 
linger. Open all seasons. A Real 
Webbsite! (865) 436-3639. 
www.gwebbgallery.com 

Heading West To East Tennessee? 
- Why not stop at the top Rocky Top 
Village Inn? In the center of Gatlin-
burg. Call us now. 800-553-7738 
Reservations. 

Ski Mountain Chalet & Condo 
Rentals - 1-6 bedroom units, hot 
tubs, jacuzzis, pool tables, kitchens, 
fireplaces, privacy. (800) 824-4077. 
www.skimtnchalets.com 

 

English Mountain Condominium
Rentals- The Smokies without the 
hokeys. You’ll be amazed what we 
don’t have—no traffic, no rides, no 
long lines! Just hike, swim, cook, 
read, sit on the balcony. That’s about 
it! Northeast of Sevierville. 
(800) 842-6415.

VIRGINIA

Abingdon Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau - 355 Cummings St., 
Abingdon, VA 24210. 276/676-2282; 
800-435-3440. I-81, Exit 17 - Barter 
Theatre, Art, History, and More! 
www.abingdon.com/  tourism. 
 

Emerson Creek Pottery- 1825 Log 
Cabin Outlet, hand painted pottery, 
FREE group factory tours by appoint-
ment. Tues- Sat: 10-4, Sunday 1-4, 
Mon 9 mi S of Bedford. 
www.emersoncreekpottery.com.
540-297-7884.

  

Skyland Lakes Golf Club - Right on 
Parkway at milepost 202.2. New 18 
hole public course. Beautiful scen-
ery. Motel & golf packages available. 
(276) 728-4923. 

Blue Ridge Restaurant, Inc. - E. 
Main St., Floyd, VA (540) 745-2147. 
For good home-style cooking try our 
daily specials. We are open early 
with gravy biscuits, hot cakes, coun-
try ham, and eggs every day. 

Eagle’s Nest B&B - Mtn.-top So. 
hospitality, great breakfasts, porches, 
themed rooms w/pvt baths. Off 
BRPky at MP 174, 
3 mi. on Rt. 799. (540) 593-2101. 
www.eaglesnestbandbva.com

The Framers Daughter - N Main St 
- Gallery & Gifts with Moss, Kunstler, 
Redlin, Boyds bears, candles & 
more. 800-806-4725. M-F 9 to 5:30, 
Sat 9-5. MC-Visa-DC. 

Massanutten House Rentals - 
1-800-296-6762. Exit 247A I-81. 
Villas and homes for rent by night or 
week. Sports complex, golf, hiking, 
skiing-seasonal. Call for rates. 

The Village Inn - 1 mile south of 
I-81, Exit 243, on US 11.  Ameri-
can Automobile Association Three 
Diamond Award. (540) 434-7355, toll 
free reservations-1-800-736-7355. 
www.shenandoah.org/villageinn 

Stonewall Jackson House - 8 E. 
Washington St. Home of the famous 
Confederate general before the Civil 
War. Guided tours, garden and mu-
seum shop. (540) 463-2552. 

Mabry Mill Restaurant & Gift Shop: 
MP 176. Enjoy the Restaurant’s 
buckwheat cakes & country ham dur-
ing your visit to the most famous at-
traction on the Parkway and choose 
a special remembrance of your visit 
at the Gift Shop. 276-952-2947 
www.blueridgeresort.com May-Oct

Nancy’s Homemade Fudge & 
Candies - on US 58 at Pkwy. See a 
workingcandy factory.  Free samples. 
Candy store open daily. Candy, ice 
cream, & more. 800-328-3834. 

Primland Resort - 4621 Busted 
Rock Rd. 4.2 miles from pkway. Cha-
let rentals w/spectacular views. Res-
taurant, outdoor activities & more! 
276-251-8012. www.primland.com.

Rocky Knob Cabins: MP 174 off 
Rock Church Rd. Historic rustic 
cabins tucked in a secluded glade. 
Equipped with stoves, refrigerators, 
kitchenettes, dishes & a centrally 
located bath house. Perfect for re-
treats. 540-593-3503 
www.blueridgeresort.com May-Oct 

Natural Bridge Zoological Park  
- I-81 Exit 180A. Rt 11 North. Largest 
and most complete collection of birds 
and animals in Virginia. Elephant 
rides, white tigers, cougars, giraffes, 
zebras, bears, baboons, monkeys, 
flamingos, pet & feed tame deer, 
Ilamas, goats and mini donkeys. Sa-
fari gift shop, modern restrooms, free 
parking, free picnic pavilion.Open 
daily 9am-7pm. March-November. 
Group rates. Fun for the whole fam-
ily!  www.naturalbridgeva.com. 
Ph: 540-291-2420.  

Natural Bridge  - Rt. 11 & 130-off 
mp 45.6 & 61; I-81 exits 175, 180. 
Striking 215-ft. natural wonder once 
owned by Jefferson. Nature trails, 
caverns, gift shop, wax museum, 
hotel, dining, overnight pkgs. 
800-533-1410.   
www.naturalbridgeva.com 
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(828) 586-2248 – www.dogwoodcrafters.com

Dogwood Crafters Cooperative has 
been a showcase of handmade 
traditional mountain crafts, as well 
as a treasure of memorable gifts 
since 1976.

PO BOX 604 
DILLSBORO, NC 28725

Destinations. Innovation. Inspiration. Big Meadows Lodge, Lewis Mountain Cabins
and Skyland Resort,Virginia ARAMARK is an authorized concessioner of the National Park Service.

Spectacular vistas…tranquil streams…wildflowers and waterfalls.
Whether your visit is action packed or more relaxed, every 

moment in Shenandoah National Park is a breath of fresh air.
Stay overnight in the Park and sense the magic of the mountains.

How will the nature of Shenandoah inspire you? 
800.778.2852 • www.visitshenandoah.com

invigorating
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The Virginia Peach Festival began 
in 1988 to recognize and promote the 
agriculture of Patrick County. Join the 
celebration of Virginia Peach Festival 
Week with events scheduled through-
out the entire county. The kick-off event 
for the week begins on August 7th with 
the second annual Miss & Little Miss 
Virginia Peach Festival Pageant. Various 

Virginia Peach Festival Week
music events will be held throughout 
the week featuring mountain music, 
food and mountain grown peaches. 
August 11th, traditional evening festival 
event at Rotary Field with Bobby Os-
borne, Rocky Top Express & No Speed 
Limit providing music. August 12th 
join everyone for the Peach Street Fair 
in Stuart. There will be a peach dessert 

contest, music, and various vendors 
Tickets prices for Friday event: $12 in 
advance $15 at gate $2 for under 12 
Patrick County Chamber of Commerce
212 Johnson St. • Stuart, VA 24171

For more information:  Patrick County 
Chamber of Commerce: (276) 694-6012 
or log on to www.patrickchamber.com

    Monday, August 07, 2006 - Saturday, August 12

Whether you are a wine lover or just tempting your tastebuds, Virginia wines offer 
fl avors and styles to please every palette. Winemakers will be on hand to answer wine-
related questions and assist guests with their sampling. Enjoy a favorite or try some-
thing new. Sip a glass at the festival or take a bottle home.

It’s your chance to enjoy a “grape” day the Smith Mountain Lake way! In addition 
to award-winning wines, entertainment by popular bands will keep things lively.  Over 
65 quality food and craft vendors will be participating in this year’s Festival.  Held at 
Bernard’s Landing Resort and Conference Center. Call Customer service  at 540-721-
1203 or log on to www.visitsmithmountainlake.com to reserve your tickets!

September 23th & 24th, 2006

For lodging and information,  
call the Boone Convention and 

Visitors Bureau at  
888-264-8094 or visit  

www.visitBooneNC.com 

But to explore the soul of the High Country, 
you need to get on the back roads.

Check out  www.HighCountryBackRoads.com  
for free downloadable directions, maps and  

even a CD to play in your car while you drive. 

Boone
is the
Heart
of the 
High

Country
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The Toy Museum of Natural Bridge 
- World’s largest collection of toys on 
display daily, year-round. Family fun! 
(800) 869-7476 or visit us at 
www.awesometoymuseum.com. 

Art Museum of Western Virginia 
- One Market Square, Roanoke, 
Virginia 24011. (540) 342-5760. 19th 
and 20th century American art; 
Japanese & African art. 

Roanoke Valley - Milepost 120. 
Experience the largest family desti-
nation on the Blue Ridge Parkway 
featuring outstanding museums and 
attractions, shopping, restaurants 
and a wide variety of hotels and 
B&Bs. Follow signs to Visitor Center 
with Free Travel Guides.
(800) 635-5535. 

Virginia Museum of Transporta-
tion, Inc. - Locomotives, railcars, 
cars, carriages large O-gauge train 
layout, aviation and space equip-

ment, and much more. Annual “Rail-
fair & Model Mania” in May, “Cool 
Wheels Festival” in August, and 
“Haunted Railyard” in October. 303 
Norfolk Ave., Roanoke, VA 24016. 
Mon.-Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-5. 
540/342-5670; www.vmt.org 

 

Salem, Virginia - May features 
women’s softball and men’s baseball. 
December features the Amos Alonzo 
Stagg Bowl Football Championship. 
Reasonable ticket prices, excellent 
sports action. 
Call (888) 827-2536 for information. 

Shenandoah Caverns/American 
Celebration on Parade - 4 miles 
north of New Market, VA. 2 min. from 
Exit 269, I-81. Elevator service. See 
stunning fl oats from Rose Parade, 

Presidential Inaugurals & others. 
Open all year. Group rates. 
www.shenandoahcaverns.com. 
(540) 477-3115. 

Frontier Culture Museum - I-81, 
Exit 222, 250W. 17th, 18th, 19th cen-
tury working farms from Germany, N. 
Ireland, England, and America. P.O. 
Box 810, Dept. BRD05, Staunton, VA 
24402. (540) 332-7850. 

Hotel Strasburg - Charming Victo-
rian restoration. Pvt. baths, some Ja-
cuzzis, period furnishings, AC, great 
food, quaint. pub. Golf & theater 
pkgs. 1-800-348-8327. 

Cabin Creekwood-  2 miles from 
Parkway MP 13.6. Year-round, quiet, 
secluded. Fully furnished mtn cabins. 
$60-$95/double occ. (540) 943-8552

 WEST VIRGINIA

New River Train Excursions -
In October, 300 mile roundtrip. Fall 
foliage trip through West Virginia’s 
“Grand Canyon of the East,” the New 
River Gorge from Huntington to Hin-
ton, WV. (304) 453-1641. 
Email: railtwo@aol.com  
Web: www.newrivertrain.com 

(828) 586-2248 – www.dogwoodcrafters.com

Dogwood Crafters Cooperative has 
been a showcase of handmade 
traditional mountain crafts, as well 
as a treasure of memorable gifts 
since 1976.

PO BOX 604 
DILLSBORO, NC 28725

CHECK OUT
the most comprehensive 

Blue Ridge Parkway Travel 
information website

www.blueridgeparkway.org

   
  Walk the line of The Crooked Road Mu-
sic Trail and visit music venues where 
legend June Carter Cash and Johnny 
Cash used to perform in Virginia.
While the already legendary status 
of American music icon Johnny Cash 
receives a huge boost from the new 
movie, Walk the Line, the movie also 

raises to new prominence the contribu-
tions of his wife, Virginia native June 
Carter Cash.
 As a member of the Carter 
Family, the “First Fam-
ily of Country Music,” 
June Carter was part 
of the musical legacy 
that paved the way 
for Cash and all other 
country music per-
formers.
 Walk the Line 
follows the story of 
Johnny Cash’s often turbulent rise to 
fame in the 1950s-1960s and brings 
into focus June Carter Cash’s strength, 
faith and healing infl uence on her hus-
band.
 The sound that propelled the 
Carter Family to fame and infl uenced 

June Carter Cash as a musician came 
out of the mountains of Southwest 
Virginia.
 Alive and well today at mu-

seums and performing 
arts venues throughout 
the region, the sound 
attracts visitors from 
all over the world who 
want to experience for 
themselves the authen-
tic mountain music that 
gave rise to modern 
country music. The “tie 

that binds” them all together is a driving 
trail called The Crooked Road: Virginia’s 
Heritage Music Trail. Contact
Virginia Tourism Corporation
901 E. Byrd St. • Richmond, VA 23219
 (800) VISIT VA  • (800-847-4882)
Email: VAinfo@helloinc.com

LIKE FOLK 
MUSIC?

OLD FORT, NC
Old Fort Mountain Music has 

become a staple in the community. 
Every Friday evening for more than a 
decade, folks have gathered to hear 
and play bluegrass and traditional 

mountain music. Nobody’s paid 
everyone’s welcome and coffee and 
sodas are still just a quarter! Friday 
evenings; 7:00pm; Rockett Building, 
Main Street in downtown Old Fort; 

for more information call 
1-888-233-6111.

Trainwatcher Cafe in Old Fort is 
now open for dinner every Friday 

evening from 5-8pm. Enjoy live 
acoustic music and dinner, featuring 
a varied menu, dessert, espresso and 
more. No reservation is necessary. 5 
Main Street, downtown Old Fort. For 
a complete menu or more informa-

tion, call 828-668-7941.
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Need a break?  How about a place 
that provides great shopping, restau-
rants, a variety of activities and world 
class hospitality!  Visit Virginia’s Roanoke 
Valley, the largest destination along the 
Parkway in Virginia.  (Exit Milepost 120 
for Visitor Information)

Begin your special experience by 
visiting Virginia’s Explore Park, (Mile-
post 115) a living history museum de-
picting life in early Virginia history.  New 
in the Park this year is an expanded Co-

lonial area and Fort.  For 
those seeking a more 
active experience, the 
Park also has mountain 
bike trails, hiking trails, 
canoeing and fishing.

Not far from the 
Park is the Mill Moun-
tain Zoo featuring over 
45 species of animals 
located on top of Mill 
Mountain near the Roa-
noke Star and Parkway 

Milepost 120.  The Zoo offers a fantastic 
view of the animals via the ZooChoo, 
a miniature train the whole family can 
ride!

Continue your exploration to 
Downtown Roanoke and the Historic 
Farmers’ Market surrounded by shops, 
galleries, restaurants and Center in the 
Square.  The Market is now Open on 
Sundays from April – October from 
11:00am – 4:00pm!  Not far from down-

town is the Virginia Museum of Trans-
portation another piece of this region’s 
heritage specific to rail.  Rail fans will 
revel in the return of the Class A Steam 
Locomotive #1218 on display alongside 
the Class J Steam Locomotive #611.   

 Take advantage of a joint ticket 
discount offer with the O. Winston Link 
Museum and the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation.  Make the next stop 
the O. Winston Link Museum which is 
housed in the former Norfolk & Western 
Passenger Train Station along with the 
Roanoke Valley Visitor Information Cen-
ter. The station, originally built in 1905, 
was redesigned in 1949 by the famous 
industrial engineer Raymond Loewy. 
The Museum strongly compliments the 
railroad heritage of Roanoke and stands 
beside the Norfolk Southern Mainline.  

See for yourself what makes the 
Roanoke Valley a perfect stop along 
your scenic mountain journey.   Contact 
the Roanoke Valley Convention and 
Visitors Bureau for more information 
or ask a Travel Counselor at the Visitor 
Information Center open daily 9:00am 
– 5:00pm.  (800) 635-5535 or 

www.visitroanokeva.com.

4-5 Virginia Mountain Peach Festival  
 Downtown Roanoke – 342-2028
12 Summer Blast Children’s Festival  
 Green Hill Park – 387-6078
17-20 14th Annual Vinton Old-Time   
 Bluegrass Festival and Competi 
 tion – Downtown Vinton 

9 Olde Salem Days – Main Street,  
 Salem – 772-8871
9-10 Taste of the Blue Ridge Blues &  
 Jazz Festival – 342-2640
23 Henry Street Heritage Festival   
 Elmwood Park – 345-4818
30-10/1 Virginia Renaissance Faire   
 Green Hill Park – 387-6078


